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“Presenting our work in this way magnified our ability to explain forensic anthropology to a larger audience” 	
											                 Dr. Douglas Owsley
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Captain Bartholomew Gosnold, 
life-size reconstruction by StudioEIS,
based on forensic facial reconstruction 
by forensic artist Amanda Danning.

No historic portraits of  Bartholomew Gosnold exist.
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WILLIAM TAYLOR WHITE
In 2005, construction workers in Washington, 
DC, unexpectedly unear thed an iron coff in 
containing the remains of a boy. Because the 
iron coff in was air-tight, his remains were 
vir tually mummif ied. The development of the 
boy’s teeth indicated he had died in his 
mid-teens. His clothing was dated to the 
1850s. Museum researchers narrowed their 
search of census records and obituaries to a 
single name and then constructed a 
788-person family tree, a diagram that 
covered an entire wall. William Taylor White 
was an orphan from Accomack County, 
Virginia , who had moved to Washington to 
attend Columbian College (now George 
Washington University) . He died on 
January 24, 1852, at age 15, most likely 
from an infection exacerbated by a hear t 
condition. Researchers were able to conf irm 
William’s identity by comparing his DNA 
with that of a living relative, Linda Dwyer of 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania .  Elated Smithsonian 
researchers called Linda with the news, 
“It’s you ! It ’s you ! ” Dwyer said she was 
f labbergasted to discover “a whole bunch 
of cousins” she didn’t even know she had. 

looked so much like Linda that she could 
have been his sister.

JOSEPH BRIDGER
Colonel Joseph Bridger was one of the ten 
wealthiest Virginians of his time. Between 
1657 and his death in 1686, he held many 
prominent public off ices and military 
commissions. He served as a councilor to 
the King of England until his death, at the 
age of 58. Joseph Bridger was f irst buried in 
1686 at his White Marsh Plantation not far 
from the James River. His body was moved 
in 1894 to Historic St . Luke’s Church in 
Smithf ield, Virginia , the oldest standing Eng-
lish church in America.

In early 2007, at the request of 62 descen-
dants, “Grandfather” Bridger’s remains were 
temporarily exhumed from Saint Luke’s 
Church and taken to the Smithsonian 
laboratory. Osteological analysis showed 
that Joseph Bridger suffered af f lictions that 
would have made daily life miserable. In 
addition to dental disease and gout, his 
bones were laced with lead, a condition 
common among those who used pewter 
plates and utensils during colonial times. 
Lead intake increased with wealth, so a 
very high lead content in 17th-century bone 
indicates a person of means. When his 
remains were tested in 2007, his bone lead 
levels were 149 ppm—more than seven 
times the average level today.

CLAUDIUS CROZET 1790-1864

to America to assist the new government 
in building the Blue Ridge Railroad and its 
tunnels in Virginia . He also helped found the 
Virginia Military Institute (VMI) . When the 

moved to another location on the VMI 
campus, the off icials in charge requested 

cast iron coff in is one of several of its kind 
brought to the Smithsonian’s National 
Museum of Natural History(NMNH) anthro-

coff in and review of its contents was f ilmed 
by the History Channel’s videography team. 
Research on cast iron coff ins is a multidisci-
plinary team effor t involving forensic
anthropologists, forensic pathologists, histori-
cal archaeologists, historiographers, costume 
historians and genealogists. 

The CAST IRON COFFIN was one of the 
best “body preserving” burial containers 
manufactured in Nor th America in the 19th 
century. Protruding f langes encircle the top 

a lead seal and then bolted together. The 
correct recovery and careful examination of 
cast iron coff ins and their contents offers an 
exceptional oppor tunity to obtain informa-
tion on social customs, dress, and health, 
including nutr ition, disease, trauma, and 
activity patterns. 

Through the work of Meyers and Rothstein, 
the book draws on the humanities and integrates 
graphic design elements rarely seen in scientific 
exhibit catalogs. Over 150 newly released 
photographs  for the general public. 

•••50% of the profits from the sales of this book will sponsor undergraduate, graduate and post doctoral students of physical 
anthropology at the museum.
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Written In Bone: Bone Biographer’s Casebook

A unique view of the study of the human skeleton:
science and art, research and history

Launched to coincide with 2009-2011 Smithsonian Exhibit,
Written in Bone: Forensic Files of the 17th Century Chesapeake 

Dr. Doug Owsley and Karin Bruwelheide
Art Director/Designer, Kate Meyers and Editor/Writer, Miriam Rothstein

WASHINGTON D.C. (February 2009) – Written In Bone: Bone Biographer’s Casebook features over 
150 archival photographs newly released from the forensic files of the Department of Physical 
Anthropology at the National Museum of Natural History in Washington D.C.

Written in Bone: Bone Biographer’s Casebook presents the work of Smithsonian scientists Dr. Doug 
Owsley, division head for Physical Anthropology, and colleague Karin Bruwelheide. One part science 
and art and one part research and history, the book distills decades of study on human skeletons 
captured in the powerful images of Smithsonian science photographer, Chip Clark and Brittney Tatchell. 

Each page of the Bone Biographer’s Casebook offers something unique for the reader to ponder: a 
forensic finding, a clue to individual identity, how death occurred in historic times, an act of justice and 
reparation. We meet a young colonial man who died violently, a Civil War soldier who was buried with 
his amputated leg, and we see inside the iron coffins of the rich. The historic and forensic context of 
featured subjects is further described in extensive end notes.

The Bone Biographer’s Casebook has appeal for young people and adults, scientists and those who 
have never stepped into a laboratory. For those in the creative fields, the book is a tour de force, an 
illustration of what genuine collaboration across disciplines can achieve. Along with Owsley and 
Bruwelheide, we come to see the human skeleton as a personal legacy, as an individual’s life story—
a gift to the present.

Kate Meyers, Art Director and Designer, began  to conceptualize the book Written in Bone: Bone 
Biographer’s Casebook, while developing and producing sponsorship and marketing materials for the 
exhibit: Written in Bone: Forensic Files of the 17th-Century. Meyers found the photos by scientific 
photographer, Chip Clark, of Dr. Owsley’s work, intriguing and exceptional. Although they were part 
of his everyday ordinary life, to Meyers the ordinary was extraordinary. Meyers has many years 
experience as a successful creative entrepreneur and leader in collaborative projects with an 
interdisciplinary degree in Communications / Public Relations / Advertising / Art.

Miriam Rothstein, Editor and Writer undertook the background research and materials collection, edited 
existing text and created the written text and dialogic  material that orders and sequences the disparate 
written and visual documents constituting Written in Bone: Bone Biographer’s Casebook. Miriam is 
a freelance instructional designer, all-around writer/editor and educator with many years experience 
providing a range of curriculum development services to the non-profit, education and healthcare 
sectors. She helps people discern true intentions and meanings in the ambiguities of the spoken and 
written word. Her graduate studies were in Education and Speech Communication. 
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