WESSA

PE-OHPEE_;.‘J;HINOI FOR THE EARTH

August 2008

Q Volume 29, No. 3




i TOP PREDATORS:
« People, large

1\ sharks, killer

\ whales

-before the dinosaurs. As top predators, they have an
important role to play in keeping our oceans healthy.

SHARKS KEEP OCEANS HEALTHY _

Sharks clean our oceans by removing weak, sick, old, and \
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sometimes dead, animals. They also maintain biodiversity (the / TS A SR e B

variety of animals in the ocean) by preying on different species
so that no one prey population takes over. Studies have shown

that the removal of sharks at the top of the food chain /
affects the food web right down to the bottom. An example /~°
of this is the overfishing of sharks on the East Coast

of America. The sharks fed on rays that eat shellfish,
and without the sharks to control them, the rays have
greatly increased in number. There are now so many
that they have eaten all the shellfish and caused the
collapse of the coastal shellfish industry.

PREDATORS: fish, octopus, squid, crayfish,
some turtles, bluebottles, crabs

PLANT EATERS: zoc'planklun, shrimps, shellfish, worms, starfish,
crabs, sea urchins, abalone

PRODUCERS: phytoplankton, seaweeds, seagrasses, mangroves
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_ qg SHARKS ARE AT RISK

Shark populations are threatened around the world. It
is estimated that up to 90% of the world's large sharks
have been killed. Sharks cannot be heavily fished because
they are slow growing, live a long time, and have few young.

Almost all large shark fisheries world-wide have been
unsuccessful because sharks can't breed and grow fast enough
to keep up with our harvesting them.

SHARKS ARE WORTH MORE ALIVE
THAN DEAD

Thousands of people come to South Africa each year
to see sharks. We call this shark ecotourism. Some
people go shark cage-diving, while others scuba dive
to see Tiger and Bull sharks, or simply view sharks
from a boat. Studies show that live sharks generate
more money than dead sharks. Live sharks can be
visited many times over, creating regular income.
Ecotourism also creates jobs and encourages
countries to protect and conserve their natural
heritage - and this includes sharks.
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